Friday, February 24, 2012

Report: Older drivers involved in high share of
deadly crashes
By EMILY RUSSO MILLER
JUNEAU EMPIRE
A Washington D.C. national
transportation research group released
a report Wednesday examining driver
safety and fatality rates of older
motorists.
The report, called “Keeping Baby
Boomers Mobile: Preserving the
Mobility and Safety of Older
Americans,” found the total number of
traffic fatalities has declined in recent
years, but that older motorists are
involved in a disproportionately high
share of deadly crashes.

The top 10 states with the highest
percentage of drivers 65 and older are
Connecticut (20 percent), West Virginia
(20 percent), Florida (18 percent),
Pennsylvania (18 percent), South
Dakota (18 percent), Arkansas (18
percent), Alabama (18 percent),
Oklahoma (18 percent), Maine (18
percent) and New York (18 percent).
The top 10 states with the greatest total
number of licensed drivers older than
65 are California (3.1 million), Florida
(2.7 million), Texas (2 million), New
York (1.9 million), Pennsylvania (1.5
million), Ohio (1.3 million), Illinois (1.2
million), Michigan (1.1 million), North
Carolina (1 million) and New Jersey (1
million).

The report also makes
recommendations for older motorists to
monitor their own driving abilities, such
as taking driving classes offered by
AAA and AARP. It also identifies
roadway hazards for older drivers. For
instance, the report cites National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
data that shows in 2010, 37 percent of
all fatal crashes in that age group
occurred at an intersection or were
related to an intersection. For fatal
crashes where no driver was 65 or
older, 20 percent were at an
intersection.
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fatalities occurred in crashes where at
called TRIP, which researches and
occupants killed were in Anchorage
least one driver was 65 or older,” the
evaluates economic and technical date
and three were in Juneau.
report states.
on transportation issues, according to
its website.
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