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DRIVING ON DETERIORATED ROADS COSTS MICHIGAN DRIVERS $3.8 BILLION
ANNUALLY. COSTS WILL RISE AND TRANSPORTATION WOES WILL WORSEN
WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT AND RELIABLE FUNDING
Washington, DC – Michigan motorists are losing $3.8 billion annually in the form of extra
vehicle operating costs (VOC) as a result of driving on deteriorated roadways – an average of
$539 per driver each year, and as much as $851 per driver in some areas. These extra vehicle
operating costs come in the form of accelerated vehicle depreciation, additional repair costs, and
increased fuel consumption and tire wear as a result of driving on deteriorated roads. Unless the
state and local governments can increase the level of investment in Michigan’s transportation
system, the costs to drivers will continue to rise as the condition of the state’s roadways and
highways deteriorates further.
According to the latest available data, TRIP, a Washington, DC based national
transportation organization, found that 38 percent of Michigan’s major locally and state
maintained urban roads are in poor condition, 30 percent are in mediocre or fair condition, and
the remaining 32 percent are in good condition. In two of the state’s major urban areas, Detroit
and Flint, at least a half of the region’s major roads have pavements in poor condition. Thirtytwo percent of the state’s major rural, locally and state-maintained pavements are in poor
condition, while 27 percent are in mediocre or fair condition and the remaining 41 percent are in
good condition.
Increasingly deteriorated pavement conditions in the state’s largest cities have placed a
larger burden on residents in the form of higher vehicle operating costs. The chart below details
the pavement conditions of major roads in each of Michigan’s largest metro areas, as well as the
annual vehicle operating cost per motorist.

Significant, sustained investment in transportation improvements at the local, state and
federal levels could enhance the efficiency of Michigan’s transportation system, improve road
and bridge conditions, boost safety, and support long-term economic growth. The efficiency of
Michigan’s transportation system, particularly its highways, is critical to the health of the state’s
economy
“Improving the condition of Michigan’s transportation infrastructure will relieve the
heavy financial burden on drivers while creating jobs and leaving a lasting asset for future
generations. However, without a significant transportation funding increase, costs to drivers will
rise and the transportation system will deteriorate further,” said Will Wilkins, TRIP’s executive
director.
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