Louisiana Road and Bridge Conditions Threatened by $12.5 Billion
Transportation Funding Backlog
Louisiana faces a $12.5 billion
transportation funding shortfall at a
time when nearly half of the state’s
major roads are deteriorated, more
than a quarter of bridges need
improvement, traffic congestion
continues to choke major urban roads,
and the state’s traffic fatality rate is
among the highest in the nation.
Unless Louisiana is able to close the
funding gap, the state will be unable to
complete numerous projects that would
improve road and bridge conditions
and safety, or widen key roadways to
support long-term economic growth in
the state. Driving on roads that are
deteriorated, congested or lack some
desirable safety features costs
Louisiana motorists a total of $3.1
billion annually – $1,052 per driver in
the Baton Rouge area and $1,254 per
New Orleans motorist. This is
according to a new report released last
week by TRIP, a Washington, D.C.
based national transportation research
organization.

Baton Rouge area, these projects
include the rehabilitation of the Port
Allen Canal Bridge, adding lanes to
nearly eight miles of I-10 in East Baton
Rouge and Ascension Parishes, and
the implementation of a passenger rail
corridor between Baton Rouge and
New Orleans. A full list of needed road,
bridge and transit projects throughout
the state is included in the report.

state has a traffic fatality rate of 2.02
fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles
of travel, the second highest in the
nation. Louisiana’s rural, non-Interstate
roads are particularly deadly, with a
traffic fatality rate that is more than
double that on all other roads in the
state.
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